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WHY I DONATED SCIENCE LABORATORY COMPLEX TO
OKE-IBADAN HIGH SCHOOL, PROF KOLA ADEBAYO

T

he staff and students of
Oke-Ibadan high school
were filled with joy and
gratitude as Prof. Kola Adebayo,
Chairman, Sustainable
Livelihood Supports and
Development Network for
Africa (SLIDEN AFRICA)
delivered an ultra modern
science laboratory complex to
the school. This gesture is a part
of the educational support
programme of the organization.
Speaking at the commissioning
ceremony of the complex, Prof
Adebayo stated that his donation
of science laboratory complex to
Oke-Ibadan high school was
borne out of his passion for
development of STEM
education and knowing the
negative impact the lack of
standard science laboratory have
on the academic performance of
students and school
development.
The Ijebu born Professor
recalled that he had always been
fascinated by science. However,
his dream to be a scientist would
have been shattered because
Ode-Remo High school, his
school at that time, lacked a
science laboratory.
The Professor adds that, "the
aficionado of science made me
transfer my studentship to OkeIbadan High School in 1981
where a science laboratory was
already in existence. It therefore,
saddened my heart when I heard
the school science laboratory

had become dilapidated during
the annual general meeting of the
Old students Association of OkeIbadan High School three years
ago and with a sense of
responsibility I rose up to the
challenge of salvaging the
situation knowing fully well the
implications” He said.
He was grateful to God for his
mercies and thanked the
principal and the old students'
association under the leadership
of Mr Lawal Adeyemi and the
building committee for the
opportunity and supports
accorded him to give back to his
Alma Mata.
The laboratory complex which
was commissioned by Prof.
Joseph Olowofela, the
Commissioner for Education,
Science and Technology in Oyo
s t a t e , e n c l o s e s B i o l o g y,

Chemistry and Physics
laboratories with state of the art
equipment. According to the
Principal, Mr Kunle Eniade, “the
science laboratory complex is
first of its kind in Oyo state and
can conveniently accommodate
at least sixty (60) students”.
In his remark, Mr Adeosun the
Acting Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of Education in Oyo
state praised Prof Adebayo for
his immense contribution to the
development of the state despite
not being a citizen of the state. He
noted that only few people give
back to their Alma Mata. He
enjoined the delighted students
to emulate the legacy of Prof
Adebayo and thanked the
members of the old student
association for being effectively
committed to the development of
their Alma Mata.
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OYO STATE GOVERNMENT LAUDS
SLIDEN AFRICA OVER SCHOOL PROJECT

T

he Oyo state
Commissioner for
Education, Science and
Technology Prof.
Joseph
Olowofela has commended the
selfless efforts of Prof Kola
Adebayo the Chairman
Sustainable Livelihoods and
Development Network for
Africa (SLIDEN AFRICA)
towards educational and human
development of students in the
state while commissioning a
modernized science laboratory
complex donated by Prof Kola
Adebayo to Oke-Ibadan High
School, Oluyoro Oke Offa,
Ibaban Oyo state.
The Commissoner
acknowledged that the project
will not only ease the financial
burden of education on the state
government but also increase
student performance and the
overall educational performance
of Oyo state among committee of
states.
Prof Kola Adebayo in his address
said, “education remains
turnpike in developing any
nation therefore any nation that
underplays investment in her
educational sector will continue
to be subservient to other nations
of the world. He observed that
government should not be left
alone with the responsibility of
educational financing and
development.
He asserts that this is why
SLIDEN AFRICA, a nongovernmental, non-profit
making international

organization based in Nigeria
with offices in other African
countries is committed to
providing educational
development supports for school
in African countries through her
Educational Development
Support Programme which has
delivered the Science
Laboratory Complex to OkeIbadan High School today”.
The Chairman acknowledged
the immeasurable commitment
of the Principal and Oke-Ibadan
Old Students Association under
the leadership of Mr Adeyemi
Lawal for ensuring the prompt
delivery of the project and also
charged the excited students to
be good ambassadors of the
school and also come back to
replicate the kind gesture after
graduation.
The school principal, Mr K.A.
Eniade expressed unfeigned
gratitude to God and Prof Kola
Adebayo for the timely
completion of the Science
Laboratory Complex. “The
complex which houses Biology,
Chemistry and Physics
laboratories with modern
facilities installed can
conveniently accommodate
sixty (60) students each at a time
which is the first of its kind in
Oyo state” he said.
The Principal recalled the
frustration of the science
teachers and Students in teaching
and learning with a makeshift
laboratory ever since the school
laboratory became dilapidated
over a decade ago. He opined
that this is why some students
especially in the senior class left

the school and some lost interest
in science subjects.
According to Mr Eniade, “the
completion of the Science
Laboratory Complex, will birth
the improvement in student
performance especially in
science subjects and increase
school enrolment which is
currently pegged at thirty five
(35) students for admission into
JSS1 due to inadequate learning
facilities.
In his good will message the Mr
Adeyemi Lawal, the President of
Oke-Ibadan Old Students
Association, thanked Prof Kola
Adebayo for delivering his
promise and charged the school
management and studento make
good use of the laboratory
complex. The students could not
hide their excitement as they
rolled out drums, singing and
dancing.
Speaking on behalf of the
students, Master Adesina
Samuel, the Senior Prefect of the
school thanked Prof Adebayo
and SLIDEN AFRICA for
providing a better learning
environment for them even as
Senior Secondary School
Certificate Examination is about
to commence in few days' time
with practical exams.
“Unequivocally speaking, Prof
Adebayo has given us a great
succor to our STEM educational
challenges” he concluded.
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AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BEYOND SLOGANS:
ACADEMICIANS SHOULD TAKE THE LEAD

W

e as Africans can and
must be able to develop
with the vast natural
resources that we have at our
disposal. In Ghana, currently, the
President, Nana Akufo Addo is
pressing for Ghana beyond Aid. He
described the United Nations (UN)
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) as an investment in the
future of the youth and that of
children who deserved an enduring
legacy of a richer, more stable,
more secure and a more peaceful
world. He pointed out, however,
that Ghana's quest to achieve the
SDGs would not depend only on
how efficient and effective it
mobilized resources to fund it, but
also on how to work to eliminate
wanton corruption in the form of
pervasive revenue leakages and the
misallocation and misuse of public
funds. The President indicated that
we cannot
achieve the
SDGs with an
aid-dependent
mentality. Thus,
w e
a s
academicians
should take the
lead through
research and
advise our
Governments
on the current
and appropriate
technologies
that can lead
Africa to
achieve its
objectives of
development.

There is a school of thought, in line
the slogan on Africa beyond Aid.
This school of thought argues that
Africa's development rests not on

Development aid often called
“Official Development Assistance”
(ODA) or development
cooperation or foreign aid is
financial aid given by governments
and other agencies to support the
economic, environmental, social,
and political development of
developing countries. In other
words, is all the funding or
financing provided by public actors
from the most well-off countries to
improve living conditions in the
least well-off countries.

Researchers on the African
continent should now devise new
ways of researching into our
development issues. We are still
faced with a lot of issues in Africa.
Reacting to this in November 2018,
Former President Olusegun
Obasanjo said Africa was still

aid, but on three key pillars:
knowledge, entrepreneurship, and
governance. Africa needs to think
outside the box when establishing
these pillars. However, to make
these three levers work, a change in
mindset is a prerequisite. Africa has
to start dreaming big dreams that

At the turn of the millennium, after
10 years of steep decrease in ODA,
the UN adopted the 8 Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs).
These helped relaunch global aid,
which concentrated on social and
especially medical objectives.
Today, it is the 17 Sustainable

faced with low performance in
education, health and food security
in spite of economic growth on the
continent. He also said that the
continent was still bedevilled with
poorly developed infrastructure,
poor leadership and governance.
Thus, even though, we can come
out with all our research findings, if
the will to implement them by
Governments is not there, Africa
will continue to be at the same level.
We need leadership in Africa,
leaders that will be able to
implement research findings and
follow their constitutions especially
the eradication of corruption on the
continent.

empower it to see long-term effects.
Africa must restructure societies so
that networks beyond closed ethnic
networks are more prominent. The
larger social capital that will result
will build a foundation for
development.
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Development Goals (SDGs),
adopted in 2015, that form both the
framework for political, economic,
social, and environmental policies
of all countries and the new
framework of intervention for
international aid. All the financial
tools have a role in the SDGs.
Development has become
“sustainable development,” and
development aid is increasingly
“sustainable development aid.”
While it's always possible to
identify failures, the history of aid
has rather been a success. We can
find such successes locally, of
course, but also on a larger scale.
Conversely, the absence of aid can
have severe repercussions.
Countries all over the world have
seen their overall level of
development increase or even
explode. Even the countries that
remain the poorest, such as those in
Africa, have in many cases made
huge progress in the last 40 years.
For example, there have been no
major famines linked to natural
causes in West Africa since the
beginning of the 1970s, despite the
fact that the population has
increased threefold.
But how long can Africa depend on
the developed world? If we are
going to alleviate poverty and
hunger and bring development to
all, it will take a lot more than richgovernment assistance. There is a
critical need for the international
community to look beyond foreign
aid and focus on local capacitybuilding and jobs creation, so that
poor countries can help themselves.
The international community has
relied on foreign aid budgets and
debt relief to tackle the MDGs, but
these tactics will be painfully
inadequate to meet the proposed 17
SDGs, with a head-spinning 169
specific targets.
For example, with one in three
people worldwide still lacking
access to basic toilet facilities, the
UN estimates that the SDG target of
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“sustainable management of water
and sanitation for all” by 2030 will
cost $27bn a year – or $290bn if
infrastructure spending is included
– said Catarina Fonseca, head of
innovation programmes at IRC, a
think-tank based in the
Netherlands. So where is this
money going to come from?
According to a draft document,
developing countries will be
expected to meet the lion's share
through their own public finances
and resources, with foreign
governments and international
agencies relegated to a back-seat
role.

The recent rising determination
for change in women's rights,
equality and justice as
demonstrated by global women
movement and campaigns
reveals that there is more work to
be done. Findings from the
World Economic Forum's 2017
Global Gender Gap Report
shows that gender parity is over
200 years away, with Ghana
nd
ranking 72 on the list of 144
countries. It has become obvious
that governments in Africa, must
mobilize resources for the
transformation of African
w o m e n . To e n s u r e a n
empowered African female with
the potential and capacity to fully
participate and influence policies
that affect her family and
community, there is the need to
focus on education, a partnership
for employment creation and
leadership training. This is what
Youth Bridge Foundation (YBF)
and the African Youth and
Governance Conference (2018)
sought to achieve in bridging the
gap which exists in gender parity.
With the African Youth and
Governance Conference
( AY G C ) 2 0 1 8 t h e m e
“MOBILIZING AFRICA'S
FEMALE YOUTH TO BUILD
A CONTINENT BEYOND

Got any story to share? Please email it with photo and caption to halimatbadmus7@gmail.com

AID”, YBF believes that the
African female youth presents a
great opportunity for creating an
effective platform for
participation in the political
economy, building resilience of
young females, and addressing
the root causes of many of the
key challenges of gender
inequality and rural-urban gaps.
With dwindling AID to Africa,
mobilization of youth to build the
continent is key and inclusion to
tap the potential of female youth
and address key empowerment
challenges in education,
employment and leadership of
urban and rural female youth in
Africa is urgent. Advocacy for
equal access to educational
facilities for rural female youth;
inspire and challenge youth
volunteerism to support rural
females; promoting exchanges
and exposure to educational
tours and building partnerships
to foster female youth
development are ways YBF
contributes to some of the
challenges in female education.
To end it all, this is what Isaac Kyei
Andoh, A Ghanaian says about AID.
A white man brings money from
his country, travels to a village in
the Upper East Region to help the
needy. A Ghanaian uses the name
of the poor, goes for money from
the white man, buys himself a car
and organise conferences at 5 Star
st
Hotels. In the 21 Century, we can
no longer blame the West and
imperialism for our
underdevelopment. When African
leaders steal from their people and
invest abroad, we cannot blame
the Aid or the West for it. When
government contracts are priced 5
times the cost of the regular
market value: The West is not to
blame.

